
THE VIRGINIA TECH GERMAN CLUB ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC.

HOW WE GOT HERE

In 1872, Virginia Tech was founded as the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College, a result of the Morrill Act of 
1862. This act required that in addition to agricultural, mechanical, scientific and classical studies, military tactics and 
leadership were to be taught. Thus, from the beginning of Virginia Tech, leadership has been an integral element of the 
University’s experience.

In 1887, key student leaders of virtually every student organization on the campus founded the Cadet Dancing Club 
to provide an organized social and cultural program 
for cadets. The Cadet Dancing Club evolved naturally 
into the German Club in 1892. “German” was the name 
of a popular series of formal dances at that time. The 
German Club attracted men of varying backgrounds and 
interests who shared an enthusiasm and commitment to 
the principles that were later articulated in the German 
Club Ritual. Since 1982, German Club men have been 
prominent in the leadership of the Corps of Cadets and 
other campus organizations, and that experience has 
created a leadership culture in the German Club.

In the 1970s, Virginia Tech students were confronted by 
an emerging fraternity and sorority culture in town and on campus. Despite several offers to affiliate from nationally 
recognized fraternities, the German Club legacy and 
heritage won the day. The German Club decided to remain 
an independent social and leadership organization. 
Through the leadership of Charles O. Gordon ‘42, a vision 
emerged of a greater German Club. This would encompass 
the creation of the German Club Alumni Foundation 
(the GCAF or “the Foundation”), establishment of an 
endowment currently valued at $2.8 million and the 
building of the German Club Manor - home to the current 
student German Club and all alumni.



WHY THE FOUNDATION NEEDS YOUR 
SUPPORT NOW

The Foundation is looking to the future. Our 
predecessors have brought us to the 21st century, 
and now we call upon all generations of German 
Club alumni to step forward and ensure that the 
Foundation can grow and adapt with the University 
while continuing to serve the German Club and 
Virginia Tech for generations to come. To advance 
this vision, we are embarking on the Foundation for 
the Future Campaign.

The primary goal of this campaign is to build our endowment from $2.8 million to at least $4.8 million, bringing the 
Foundation closer to full sustainability as we enter this new era and ensuring that the German Club forever remains a 
positive influence on the lives of its members and the University as a whole.

In addition to building the endowment, the Foundation for the Future Campaign sets out to achieve the following:

 1. To ensure that all future German Club men, regardless of background or means, forever experience the 
  ideals espoused in the German Club Ritual, enjoy the fellowship of the Club and build lifelong 
  friendships that can come with being a German Club member.
 2. To position the German Club Alumni Foundation to grow and align with Virginia Tech, which is 
  entering a new era of expansion in its own mission, by providing strong leaders, successful graduates and 
  outstanding young men in the service of their University and society.
 3. To ensure that the oldest continuous student organization on the Virginia Tech campus continues to 
  thrive and grow for generations to come.
 4. To maintain the German Club Manor and grounds better, currently valued at more than $2.5 million.
 5. To provide the basis for reviewing and updating strategic goals of the Foundation, ensuring that they 
  continue to support and enhance our mission, respond to the needs of German Club alumni and prepare 
  us for the future.
 6. To improve and expand communications with alumni, engage alumni with the Club, and bring more 
  alumni back to the Manor regularly.
 7. To achieve a more beneficial standard of support for scholarships for German Club members and student 
  body leaders in recognition of their contributions to Virginia Tech (today, some scholarships are as small 
  as $750 a year).
 8. To support and expand regional gatherings, pregame activities, special celebrations, the GCAF website 
  and social media properties, and other important Club and alumni relations activities.
 9. To enhance University and community outreach and support, and to improve important stakeholder 
  relationships through use of Foundation facilities and resources and new or expanded University and 
  community service programs. One example is Leading Lights, a Foundation-supported recognition 
  program for outstanding volunteers throughout the New River Valley.



HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

All German Club alumni remember what the German Club meant to them and 
its role in their development as men, leaders and successful members of society. 
Today’s Club members are living a dream that yesterday’s German Club men 
envisioned for unseen future generations. Thanks to the generosity and 
foresight of those benefactors and continued support from today’s alumni, 
the German Club remains the oldest continuously operating student 
organization at Virginia Tech, with thousands of living alumni, and its 
celebrated past has been preserved.

Here’s what you can do:

•	 Help us build the German Club Alumni Foundation endowment to at least $4.8 million over the next 5 years by 
answering the call now with a generous pledge or tax deductible contribution. Please see the Ways to Give fact sheet 
for more detailed information.

•	 Help us by identifying and contacting alumni, classmates and friends who can make a difference in this important 
undertaking to bring the GCAF closer to financial sustainability.

The Virginia Tech German Club Alumni Foundation, Inc. is a qualified charitable organization and meets the standards 
and requirements of Internal Revenue Code Section 
501 (c) (3). All contributions are deductible for federal 
income tax purposes (subject to statutory limitations) 
and for federal estate and gift tax purposes. You can also 
receive credit from the Virginia Tech Foundation for 
your contribution.

For additional information, please contact:

GCAF Vice President for Development / Foundation for the Future Campaign Co-Chairman, T.O. Williams, III: 
towmsiii@verizon.net, (540) 951-1234, 1003 McBryde Lane, Blacksburg, VA 24060

Foundation for the Future Campaign Co-
Chairman, Brian Dunch: BSDunch@outlook.com, 
(703) 835-5994, 211 East Columbia Street, Falls 
Church, VA 22046

GCAF Board of Directors President, Keith 
Stemple: krstemple@gmail.com, (202) 270-0593, 
1724 V Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009

GCAF Executive Director, Scott Guichard: 
director@vtgc.net, (540) 552-6830, 711 Southgate 
Drive, Blacksburg, VA 24060




